

ADVISORY COMMISSION ON PESTICIDES
Veterans’ Memorial Auditorium
5825 Florida Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA
November 2, 2022 – 9:30 a.m.
MINUTES
*Note: this is a draft of the minutes from the November 2, 2022 meeting of the Advisory Commission on Pesticides.  A final version of these minutes will be made available after approval of the board at the next regularly scheduled meeting.
CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Dr. Grady Coburn at 9:30 a.m.

ROLL CALL
Members present: Dr. Grady Coburn, George Bragg, Dr. Kenneth McMartin, Jenny Buller, Scotty Meador, Johnny Landry, Billy Guthrie, and Roby Shields.
Members absent: Ryan Waguespack

Others present: Harry Schexnayder – LDAF, Paeton Burkett – LDAF Attorney, Kiara Moore – LDAF, Ashley LaBorde – LDAF, Alicia Wheeler – Hearing Officer, Amy McInnis – LDAF General Counsel, Baleigh Olah – LDAF attorney, and Jason Starns – LDAF.  
PUBLIC COMMENTS
There were no public comments. 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
Motion: Mr. George Bragg made a motion to approve the minutes from the June 29, 2022 meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Johnny Landry and passed unanimously.
OLD BUSINESS

There was no old business.
NEW BUSINESS
Proposed Rule Change, LAC 7: XXIII.1103(G) – Mr. Harry Schexnayder

Mr. Harry Schexnayder presented to the commission proposed language to change the pesticide rules, specifically the proposal to add LAC 7: XXIII.1103(G).  Mr. Schexnayder stated this rule change would allow for the application, without the requirement of a waiver of 2,4-D choline salt by commercial pesticide applicators to the 2,4-D resistant crops of soybeans, cotton or corn in the parishes and timeframe listed in Section 1103.C.

The commission discussed the proposed rule change.

Motion: Mr. Roby Shields made a motion to accept the proposed rule change for promulgation for LAC 7:XXIII.1103(G). The motion was seconded by Mr. Jonny Landry and passed unanimously. 

LDAF Report – Mr. Harry Schexnayder

Mr. Harry Schexnayder discussed the new software for the pesticide certification program that was recently implemented in the department. He notified the commission that LDAF ID numbers for pesticide applicators and pesticide licenses will be changing due to the implementation of the new software program. 
Mr. Harry Schexnayder discussed the future EPA rule changes regarding pesticide certification rules and regulations for 2024. He discussed that the EPA rule changes will affect the training and recertification requirements in Louisiana and will mandate that specific agenda topics for pesticide recertification meetings, and the department will begin transitioning to these new requirements in 2023. 

Also, Mr. Harry Schexnayder discussed EPA rule changes for uncertified pesticide applicators. Certified pesticide applicators will be required to provide training to uncertified pesticide applicators under their supervision making applications of restricted use pesticides.  The certified pesticide applicators will be required to keep a record of these trainings.
CONSIDERATION OF AG CONSULTANT EXAM APPLICATIONS
The application for Britton Gage Costello was presented to the commission. Mr. Costello is seeking approval in the Ag. Consultant Categories 1a-Agricultural Entomology & 3a-Agricultural Weed Control. 

Mr. Harry Schexnayder stated the Ad Hoc Committee recommends to the commission to deny the application submitted by Mr. Costello for Ag. Consultant testing because the application did not provide sufficient documentation to show that Mr. Costello met the educational requirements for approval.

Motion: Mr. George Bragg made a motion to deny the application of Britton Gage Costello for Ag. Consultant testing pending additional information on coursework to determine if the coursework meets the requirements of the rules and regulations. The motion was seconded by Mr. Scotty Meador and passed unanimously. 

The application for Anthony Leone, Jr. was presented to the commission. Mr. Leone is seeking approval in the Ag. Consultant Category 3a-Agricultural Weed Control. 

Mr. Harry Schexnayder stated the Ad Hoc Committee recommends to the commission to deny the application submitted by Mr. Leone for Ag. Consultant testing because the application did not provide evidence that Mr. Leone met the requirement of at least two crop seasons of experience in the field for which he is requesting certification.
Motion: Mr. Roby Shields made a motion to deny the application of Anthony Leone, Jr. for Ag. Consultant testing. The motion was seconded by Mr. Johnny Landry and passed unanimously. 

The application for Guy Boyd Padgett was presented to the commission. Mr. Padgett is seeking approval in the Ag. Consultant Categories 1a-Agricultural Entomology; 2a-Agricultural Plant Pathology & 3a- Agricultural Weed Control. 

Mr. Harry Schexnayder stated Mr. Padgett’s experience and education meets and exceeds the requirements for Ag. Consultant testing and the Ad Hoc Committee recommends to the commission to approve the application of Guy Boyd Padgett for Ag. Consultant testing in the requested Categories 1a, 2a & 3a. 

Motion: Ms. Jenny Buller made a motion to approve the application of Guy Boyd Padgett for Ag Consultant testing in the Agricultural Consultant Categories 1a-Agricultural Entomology; 2a-Agricultural Plant Pathology & 3a-Agricultural Weed Control.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Kenneth McMartin and passed unanimously. 

ADJUDICATORY HEARINGS
Hearing Officer Alicia Wheeler conducted the adjudicatory hearings. LDAF Attorney Paeton Burkett presented the following cases:
Korey Burnett, Case No. 2465
Mr. Burnett was not present.  The Department charged Mr. Burnett with one (1) violation LRS 3:3252(A)(2), one (1) violation LRS 3:3252(A)(6), specifically LAC 7: XXIII.2101(A) and one (1) violation LRS 3:3252(A)(18), specifically LAC 7:XXIII.1101(I). 
Respondent admits to allegations and agrees to pay the penalty of $1,250.00 with $250.00 suspended within 30-days after receipt of the Commissioner’s acceptance. The stipulation was signed by all parties.
Ms. Wheeler admitted LDAF’s Exhibits 1 and 2 into the record.

Motion:  Mr. Billy Guthrie moved to accept the stipulation of the parties as presented.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Jenny Buller and passed unanimously.
Jon Taylor Davis, Case No. 2470 
Mr. Davis was not present.  The Department charged Mr. Davis with one (1) violation LRS 3:3252(A)(2).

Respondent admits to allegations and agrees to pay the penalty of $1,000.00 with $500.00 suspended within 30-days after receipt of the Commissioner’s acceptance. The stipulation was signed by all parties.
Ms. Wheeler admitted LDAF’s Exhibits 1 and 2 into the record.

Motion:  Mr. George Bragg moved to accept the stipulation of the parties as presented. The motion was seconded by Dr. Kenneth McMartin and passed unanimously.
Kyle Smith, Case No. 2471
Mr. Smith was not present.  The Department charged Mr. Smith with one (1) violation LRS 3:3252(A)(18), specifically LAC 7: XXIII.1101(I). 
Respondent admits to allegations and agrees to pay the penalty of $1,000.00 within 30-days after receipt of the Commissioner’s acceptance. The stipulation was signed by all parties.
Ms. Wheeler admitted LDAF’s Exhibits 1 and 2 into the record.

Motion:  Mr. Johnny Landry made a motion to accept the stipulation of the parties as presented.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Roby Shields and passed unanimously.
Benjamin Harrington, Case No. 2472
Mr. Harrington was not present.  The Department charged Mr. Harrington with one (1) violation LRS 3:3252(A)(6), specifically LAC 7: XXIII.2101(A) and (1) violation LRS 3:3252(A)(18), specifically LAC 7: XXIII.1101(I). 
Respondent admits to allegations and agrees to pay the penalty of $1,250.00 with $625.00 being suspended within 30-days after receipt of the Commissioner’s acceptance. The stipulation was signed by all parties.
Ms. Wheeler admitted LDAF’s Exhibits 1 and 2 into the record.

Motion:  Dr. Kenneth McMartin made a motion to accept the stipulation of the parties as presented.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Billy Guthrie and passed unanimously.
Larry Arledge, Sr., Case No. 2474
Mr. Arledge was not present.  The Department charged Mr. Arledge with one (1) violation LRS 3:3252(A)(6), specifically LAC 7: XXIII.2101(A) and (1) violation LRS 3:3252(A)(18), specifically LAC 7: XXIII.1101(I). 

Respondent admits to allegations and agrees to pay the penalty of $1,250.00 with $625.00 being suspended within 30-days after receipt of the Commissioner’s acceptance. The stipulation was signed by all parties.
Ms. Wheeler admitted LDAF’s Exhibits 1 and 2 into the record.

Motion:  Mr. Johnny Landry made a motion to accept the stipulation of the parties as presented.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Scotty Meador and passed unanimously.
Clifford Griffin, Sr., Case No. 2473
Mr. Griffin was not present.  The Department charged Mr. Griffin with one (1) violation LRS 3:3252(A)(2), one (1) violation LRS 3:3252(A)(6), specifically LAC 7: XXIII.2101(A) and (1) violation LRS 3:3252(A)(18), specifically LAC 7: XXIII.1101(I). 

Respondent admits to allegations and agrees to pay the penalty of $1,250.00 within 30-days after receipt of the Commissioner’s acceptance. The stipulation was signed by all parties.
Ms. Wheeler admitted LDAF’s Exhibits 1 and 2 into the record.

Motion:  Mr. Roby Shields made a motion to accept the stipulation of the parties as presented.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Kenneth McMartin and passed unanimously.
FUTURE MEETING
The next meeting of the Advisory Commission on Pesticides was scheduled for Wednesday, March 1, 2023, at 9:30 a.m., at the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Veterans’ Memorial Auditorium, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
There were no public comments.
ADJOURN
Motion: Mr. Johnny Landry made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Ms. Jenny Buller and passed unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 10:28 a.m.
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